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How do different strategies used in the classroom promote 
classroom communtiy?
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A big focus centered around the school atmosphere is curriculum 
based. There is a lot of research on best practices to use to 
promote learning in all content areas, but promoting classroom 
community is a topic not as researched. Social and emotional 
needs are two important areas that need to be met in the 
schooling environment for several reasons. As a future educator, 
the relationship I have with them as well as they have with each 
other is a top priority. In my student teaching placements, I 
wanted to take the time to explore teaching practices to 
promote the community of my classroom. Throughout my self-
study, I used two main methods of research. A developmental 
portfolio was used to take notes daily and write reflections. I also 
used it t refl c  on th small changes I would make and how I 
thought those practices impacted the students. The other 
method of research I used was personal history. In my own 
personal history, I reflected on my years of schooling and how 
much I felt included in the classroom. I also was able to pull in 
experiences of observing in other classrooms, like my practicum. 
In order to collect data for my self-study topic on building 
classroom community, I focused on two main methods of 
research.
• The first method I primarily used was a developmental 
portfolio. Since starting my student teaching experience in 
January, I have written daily journal entries reflecting on 
my days spent in the classroom. In the fall time, I also have 
some entries from days when I was visiting the classroom. 
These journal entries allowed me to organize and collect 
my thoughts, so I would not forget conversations, 
behaviors, etc.. It also allowed me to have weeks of data 
on the same practice that I could use to reflect on.
• The second method I used for my self-study topic was 
personal history. I was able to think about all of my own 
schooling experiences and reflect on what practices I 
thought helped to make me feel welcome when I was a 
kid. This also allowed me to reflect on certain practices or 
behaviors from teachers I had when I did not feel included 
in the community, or like there was much of one. I looked 
a lot at my own schooling experience but now as a senior I 
have been in so many different classrooms from various 
schools and grade levels, so I also reflected on what I have 
seen in the classroom as an adult. 
In the fall I started spending a few hours a week in my general education placement. 
Going into this school year, it has been a much different school year than before. 
When I started doing journal entries in the fall it was focused a lot on the students 
behaviors/attitudes. I looked at their attitudes/behaviors with their friends, with 
peers they did not interact with much, with the teacher, and general attitude about 
specific subjects. When I started full time teaching in January, I started to collect the 
same data again, but then analyze it to find out what I could possibly practice in my 
teaching to better the community feel of the classroom. The entire year I was 
fortunate enough to not have children who ever argued with one another or had any 
mean behavior towards each other. I noted this several times in my reflections and I 
also was able to note while the students in my class had their friends, at recess time 
it was unpredictable as to who would play with who. The one practice I started when 
I took over student teaching was giving more partner work time. I noticed reading 
was not an area the majority of my students seemed to enjoy, so I started 
implementing more partner work especially during this time. Each day I tried to 
switch partners around and I would always pick them. This allowed me to really see 
how well they would work together and communicate with others that they might 
only interact with during recess. At the end of my time when I did my evaluation, a 
lot of the students mentioned the partner work and how they enjoyed being with 
different classmates. I also chose to practice a lot of thumbs up/thumbs down. In my 
classroom, I had 6 students who were identified with a learning disability in math. I 
also had a room of kids who were hesitant to verbalize that they did not understand 
how to do something, so I wanted build up their confidence to be able to tell me 
when they did not get something. I spent my time building trust with my students 
and it allowed them to be comfortable to raise their hand in the middle of math and 
tell me they do not understand the concept being taught. The self-confidence grew a 
lot in my classroom and pressure was released on always being right. The last point I 
want to discuss that I looked for in my observations was praise in the classroom and 
rewards. I had various behaviors in my classroom and in the future I am going to as 
well. As a future teacher, I wanted to reflect on how praise/rewards were affecting 
specifically the students who struggled with behavior problems. Often they were the 
ones getting called out for misbehaviors, so they would never get praised. I 
implemented desk pets in the classroom, because in order to get them the students 
had to have clean and organized desks. A lot of my students who had behavior 
problems, were able to get this reward each week because it was something given 
for other than good behavior. 
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Looking at my research and how I collected the data, I 
thought I was able to learn a lot about my own personal 
teaching style as well as what I can make work in my own 
classroom to better the environment of my students. I 
noticed a change in students attitudes a lot with their 
confidence within certain content areas as well as 
interactions with each other. As a teacher, I think I also 
played a role in facilitating this. To better my self-study, I 
do wish I would have started to look at specific things each 
and everyday with my reflections rather than picking and 
choosing. I also wish I could have looked at the virtual 
students more and how to include them in the room/how 
they feel in the community. 
